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MARGARET FEILMAN 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.08 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the passing 
of Margaret Feilman, Perth’s first female town planner, who was highly regarded in the Perth community and 
particularly by the planning alumni. Dr Margaret Anne Feilman, OBE, forged a successful career as a planner, 
architect and landscape designer. I am aware that Dr Feilman is widely acclaimed for her role in planning the 
area of Kwinana, and I know that the member for Kwinana acknowledged this in a statement in Parliament last 
week. 
In 1938, Dr Feilman became the first woman to undertake an architectural cadetship in the Public Works 
Department of Western Australia and went on to be registered as an architect in 1945. Following time in 
Brisbane and Victoria, and after completing a post-graduate qualification in town planning at Durham 
University, Dr Feilman returned to Perth and opened her own practice. She was a founding member of both the 
Western Australian Town Planning Institute and the Western Australian branch of the National Trust of 
Australia. I acknowledge Dr Feilman’s contribution in the areas of architecture, town planning and conservation 
to both built and natural environments in Perth and surrounds. In recognition of her achievements, in 1989, Dr 
Feilman received an honorary doctorate in architecture from the University of Western Australia.  

In addition to her many professional achievements, Dr Feilman, along with her sister Patricia, established the 
Feilman Foundation, which provided grants for charitable work in the areas of the environment, youth, 
education, science and culture, and I understand this foundation continues to operate today. 

On behalf of this house, I acknowledge the significant contribution Dr Feilman made in the planning and 
architectural landscape of Perth, and I extend condolences to those who knew and loved her. 
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